




















The Saban Research Institute Sponsors
Symposium on Organ Formation

op scientists from across the United States convened

at The Saban Research Institute of Childrens Hospital

Los Angeles in September for the Symposium on
Organogenesis to share the latest research into how organs form
and develop.

Many pediatric diseases — such as cardiac defects, cleft
palate, lung immaturity and non-separated twins —are the result
of organ malformation during the fetal stage. With the promise
of adult stem cell biology, scientists believe it may be possible to
drive stem cells to develop into particular organs and, therefore,
assist adults with organ dysfunction, including cardiac problems
and strokes. “Although in its early development, this field holds
much promise,” said Yves DeClerck, MD, director of The
Saban Research Institute.

The day-long symposium — the inaugural event in The
Saban Research Symposium Series — reflected the hospital’s
commitment to this evolving field.

“We have and will continue to invest significant efforts
in this direction with our existing faculty and new recruits in
developmental biology,” said Dr. DeClerck.

The symposium brought together more than 200
researchers who are working on diverse organ systems with a
goal of moving the science forward. Presenters included Saban
Research Institute scientists Anil Bhushan, PhD, and Vesa
Kaartinen, PhD.

Future symposia also will emphasize basic science
discoveries and their translation into new therapies for children.

Mrinal Ghosh, PhD, research instructor, (left) and Maya Otto-Duessel, MS, research
specialist, on one of the expansive laboratory floors of The Saban Research Institute.
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